Between Fathers and Sons: lifelong rectitude,
exemplary work ethic and service careers;
steadfast virtues that preceded an exceptional generation

(Part one of a
two-part series)

Every father is
a hero to his son,
generally speaking.
It is fatherhood’s
ultimate reward
to be the beacon of
their progeny un-
til it is time for the
younger to become
somebody’s hero or
father.

This story of the
circle of life has
been told time and
again in many ways.
These are told in
popular culture,
through family his-
tory, in communi-
ty lore, or it can be
etched in granite.

Fathers who sired
sons who became
accomplished indi-
viduals later in life
did so not because in
the beginning they
believed with abso-
lute certainty that
their sons would
succeed in their cho-
sen careers.

It is more of a
story of individuals
not wanting to fail
in their commit-
ment to fatherhood.
In doing so, they
have built a mor-
al scaffolding for
their children upon
which their future
life would be struc-
tured.

I Agustin P. Galace

Sr. and son
Arthur E. Galace
The name, “Ar-

thur E. Galace,” hu-
man rights lawyer
from Baguio City,
was carved in stone
last November 30,
2010 along with 12
other names that
year. Specifically,
it was carved in pol-
ished black granite
at the Bantayog ng
mga Bayani (Shrine
of Heroes) located at
Quezon City (EDSA
corner Quezon Av-
enue, between the
Eton Centris Mall &
the National Power
Corporation  com-
plex).

Unveiled on No-
vember 30, 1992,
this granite wall,
serves as a memo-
rial for “individuals
who lived and died
in defiance of the

oppressive regime
that ruled over the
Philippines  from

1972 to 1986.”
Those who openly
fought the regime ei-
ther lost their lives,
or disappeared, or
detained under con-
ditions that violate
human rights. It
was through hu-
man rights advoca-
cy that Atty. Galace
became known.
During the years
of political repres-
sion, a number of

PATER FAMILIAS: After he retired as a police officer, Major Agustin Galace was elected barangay
captain of Salud Mitra district. In 1980, he fulfills one of his duties as barangay official, marking
the birth anniversary of a Filipino hero, Apolinario Mabini. His son, Atty. Arthur E. Galace (right)
will not pass on a good book even during power interruptions. He sets a candle on a powdered
beverage can, and goes on reading as usual. - (From the archives of Mrs. Aurora Galace-Andrada)

lawyers in the Phil-
ippines organized
themselves to form
the Free Legal As-
sistance Group
(FLAG). The FLAG
had the specific
mandate to take on
the cases of political
detainees.

Atty. Galace was
FLAG’s Benguet
coordinator but he
might as well have
responded to legal
concerns of politi-
cal detainees north
of Benguet includ-
ing Pangasinan.
During his watch,
he made the news
handling the cases
of “Corazon Cortel
and the Pangasinan
Seven” in 1984.

His younger sister
Aurora Galace-An-
drada recalls,
“During  Manong
Art’s human rights
work, he never had
clients who can pay
lawyer’s fees. But
he was proud to
bring home whatev-
er form of ‘payment’
they can afford such
as bundles of veg-
etables  because,”
she quotes him,
“it comes from the
heart.”

A written testi-
monial  published
in the website Ban-
tayog.org explains
why Atty. Galace
never sought to
enrich himself as
a professional. It
read, “Arthur Dbe-
lieved that friends,
not money made a
person rich.” The
website states that
Atty. Galace once
asked, “Why look
for material wealth
when one had
enough friends?”

He considered his
clients as friends,
states the testimo-
nial. It said Atty.
Galace “had been
known to offer tem-
porary lodgings to
clients, including
former political

prisoners, or fam-
ilies of clients, or
even give some of
them  transporta-
tion money.”
People-oriented
approach

But if there was
an inspiration to
Atty. Galace’s peo-
ple-oriented ap-
proach to service, it
would have to be his
father. Atty. Gal-
ace’s sister Aurora
recalls that when

guio City Police De-
partment (BCPD).
His colleagues lat-
er bestowed on him
the moniker “super-
cop” because he re-
ceived more service
commendations and
awards than any of
his co-workers ever
had, a feat for a po-
lice officer who rose
from the ranks.
Before moving to
Baguio City to join
the police force, he
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their father became
punong  barangay
of Salud Mitra Vil-
lage shortly after he
retired as a Baguio
City police major,
the living room of
their house was vir-
tually the barangay
office.

Major  Galace’s
stint as punong
barangay is seen
by his children as
simply a logical
continuation of his
extensive service
as an operative and
officer in what was
known as the Ba-

worked as a miner
in Balatoc, Benguet.
Marriage prompted
him to move to the
city to earn a living
as a law enforcer.
His first assign-
ment was as “plain-
clothesman” for the
Detective  Bureau
now the Criminal
Investigation and
Detection Group
(CIDG) of the Bagu-
io City Police Office
(BCPO). At his re-
tirement in 1978,
he was Chief of the
Detective Bureau,
Deputy Station

Commander and
Chief of Operations.
A tough “supercop”
at work, a warm

“daddy” at home

When the num-
ber of children rose
to eight, daugh-
ter Aurora recalls
the “supercop” is
simply “daddy” to
his children. “He
used to work 10-12
hours, seven days
a week just to feed
his eight children,”
she recalls. The
difference is that he
always had time for
fatherly duties.

“During noon
breaks, he would
rush home to cook
for us,” she says.
“We would always
have meals togeth-
er. During early
shifts, he would
buy breakfast rolls
from the bakery and
leave it in a basket
hung near our door-
way. He is always
there.”

Being “there” for
the family meant
keeping the brood
together under es-
tablished family
values. If they are
a typical Catholic
family, it shows in
the way Major Gal-
ace encouraged at-
tendance to Sunday
mass and “being
home before the An-
gelus” so they could
pray together.

These are values
that Atty. Galace
imbibed and mani-
fested through his
membership in the
Knights of Colum-
bus. Major Galace
was a third degree
knight, while his
son who also re-
ceived an award
from the Baguio Ca-
thedral Parish for
his human rights
work, was Colum-
bian knight of the
fourth degree.

The Catholic
family is a Filipino
family. When old-

est son Arthur was
old enough to go to
work, he signed up
for the Philippine
Military Academy
as a civilian employ-
ee while sending
himself to the Bagu-
io Colleges Founda-
tion for a degree in
Business Adminis-
tration.

He completed his
degree from BCF in
1962 and continued
to work at PMA for
eight years more
while  supporting
the studies of his
siblings. In 1972 he
was employed at the
City Auditor’s Office
while attending law
school at BCF after
work.

Voracious reader

In the interim, he
was a doting older
brother to his sis-
ters. “As soon as
he draws his salary,
he would treat us
to a movie,” Aurora
recalls. “However,
inside the movie
house Manong Art
goes to sleep. We
would later find out
he already read the
plot of the movie
from a book.”

Reading was one
of the hallmarks of
Atty. Galace who
was known to keep
(and read) paper-
backs in his pockets
at any given time.
He told Aurora that
on the eve of the bar
examinations, “ev-
eryone was panick-
ing and cramming
through law books
for their last min-
ute review.” Not Ar-
thur, however, who
was calm and col-
lected - and reading
a paperback.

When the results
of the 1976 bar ex-
aminations was re-
leased, Arthur who
was 34 years old,
landed third from
the top. If this is
a measure of ones
intellect, then the
trite expression “the
apple does not fall
far from the tree,”
might be true after
all. When Aurora
and her husband
Engr. Percival An-
drada were at the
courtship stage, the
latter would always
“research the news”

before calling on
Aurora.
“Major Galace

loved to discuss the
issues of the day,”
he recalls. “I make
sure I am updat-
ed so I can keep up
with the discus-
sion.”

(“Fathers and Sons” Part 2

will continue at next week’s
issue, featuring

“II. Cipriano E. Aquino and
sons, Honorato and

Pedro Y. Aquino”)



